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4. A fingle fucceflion; one gradation in the fcale of genealogical 
defcent. 

This generation fhall not pafs ’till all thefe things be ful- 
filled. Mat . xxiv. 34. 

In the fourth generation they fhall come hither again. Gen. 

A marvellous number were excited to the conqueft of Pa- 
left ine, which with fingular virtue they performed, and held 
that kingdom fome few generations. Raleigh's Ej/ays. 

5. An age. 

By fome of the ancients a generation was fixed at an hun- 
dred years ; by others at an hundred and ten ; by others at 
thirty-three, thirty, thirty-five, and twenty : but it is re- 
marked, that the continuance o {generations is fo much longer 
as they come nearer to the more ancient times. Calmet. 

Every where throughout all generations and ages of the 
Chriftian world, no church ever perceived the word of God 
to be againft it. Hooke t . 

Generative. adj. [generatif, French, from genero, Latin.] 

I, Having the power of propagation. 

Pie gave to all, that have life, a power generative, thereby 
to continue their lpecies and kinds. Raleigh's Hijlory. 

In grains and kernels the greateft part is but the nutriment 
of that generative particle, fo difproportionable unto it. Brown, 
z. Prolifick; having the power of production; fruitful. 

If there hath been fuch a gradual diminution of the gene- 
rative faculty upon the earth, why was there not the like 
decay in the production of vegetables ? Bentley s Sermons. 
Generator, n.f [fro m genero, Latin.] The power which 
begets, caufes, or produces. 

Imagination aflimilates the idea of the generator into the 
reality in the thing engendered. Browns V ulgar Errours. 

GENE'RICAL. )adj. [ generique , French, from genus, Latin.] 
GENE'RICK. ) That which comprehends the genus, or 
di.ftinguifhes from another genus, but does not diftinguifh the 
fpecies. 

The word confumption being applicable to a proper, and 
improper to a true and baftard comfirmption, requires a gene- 
rlcal defeription quadrate to both. Harvey on Conjunctions. 

Though wine differs from other liquids, in that it is the 
juice of a certain fruit; yet this is but a general or genenck 
difference; for it does not diflinguifh wine from cyder or 
perry : the fpecifick difference of wine, therefore, is its pref- 
fure from the grape. Watts s Logic k. 

^tENE'rically. adv. [from generick.] With regard to the 
genus, though not the fpecies. 

T hefe have all the effential characters of fea-fhells, and 
{hew that they are of the very fame fpecifick gravity with 
thofe to which they are fo generically allied. Woodward. 

GeneRo'sity. n.f. [generofite, French; generofitas , Latin.] 
The quality of being generous; magnanimity; liberality. 

Can he be better principled in the grounds of true virtue 
and gencrofity than his young tutor is? Locke on Education. 

It would not have been your gencrofity , to have paffed 
by fuch a fault as this. Locke. 

GE'NEROUS. adj. [ generofus , Latin ; genereux, h rcnch.J 

1. Not of mean birth ; of good extraction. 

2. Noble of mind ; magnanimous; open of heart. 

His gen'r ous fpoufe, Theano, heav’nly fair, 

Nurs’d the young ftranger. Pope. 

3. Liberal; munifice t. 

4. Strong; vigorous. ^ r . . 

Having in a digeflive furnace drawn off the ardent fpirit 
from fome good fack, the phlegm, even in this generous wine, 
was copious. °d e ' 

Generously, adv. [from generous.] 

1 . Not meanly with regard to birth. 

2. Magnanirnoufiy ; nobly. 

When all the gods our ruin have foretold. 

Yet generoufly he does his arms withold. Dryd. Ind. Emp. 

o. Liberally ; munificently. .. c . . 

Gen'erousness, n.f [from generous.] The quality of being 

ge IsTpoflible to conceive that the overflowing generoufnefs of 
the Divine Nature would create immortal beings with mean 

or envious principles ? t , C °k" r 0,1 

GE'NESIS. n.f. [>£««•.; s genefe, French.] Generation; the 
firft book of Milis, which treats of the produaion of the world. 
GE NET, n. f [French. The word originally fignihed a hone- 
man, and perhaps a gentleman or knight.] A fmall fized 
well proportioned Spanilh horfe. 

You’ll have your nephews neigh to you ; you 11 have 
courfers for coufins, and genets for germanes. Shak.VtbeUo. 

It is no more likely that frogs fnould be engendered in the 
clouds than Spanifh genets be begotten by the wind. Ray. 
He fhews his-ftatue too, where, plac’d on high, 

The <renet underm ath him feems to fly. Dryd. Juven. Sat. 
GenethlTac \L. adj. [ysvebtioM®**] Pertaining to nati- 
vities as calculated by aftronomers ; (hewing the configura- 

tions of the ftars at any birth. 

The ni"ht immediately before he was flighting the art of 
thofe foolifli aftrologers, and genetUiacal e^emer^s. that ufe 
to pry into the horofeope of nativities. Howel s Vocal Forejl. 
Genethli'acks. n.f. [from 1 he fcience of cal- 
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culating nativities, or predicating the future events of life from 
the ftars predominant at the birth. 

Genethlia'tick. n.f. [ yw&M. ] He who calculates na- 
tivities. 

The truth of aftrological predictions is not to be referred 
to the conftellations : the genethliaticks conje&ure by the dif- 
pofition, temper, and complexion of the perfon. Drummond. 
Gene'va. n.f. [ A corruption of genevre, French, a juniper- 
berry.] 

We ufed to keep a diftilled fpirituous water of juniper in 
the (hops ; but the making of it became the bufinefs of the 
diftiller, who fold it under the name of geneva. At prefent 
only a better kind is diftilled from the juniper-berry : what is 
commonly .fold is made with no better an ingredient than oil 
of turpentine, put into the Hill, with a little common fait, 
and the cqarfeft fpirit they have, which is drawn off much 
below proqf ftrength, and is confequently a liquor that one 
would wonder any people could accuftom themfelves to drink 
with pleafure. Hill’s Mat. Medico, 

GE'NIAL adj. [ geniality Latin.] 

1. That which contributes to propagation. 

Higher of the genial bed by far. 

And with myfterious reverence I deem. Milt. Parad. Lofl. 

Creator Verius, genial po w’r of love. 

The blifs of men below and gods above ! Drydm's Fables. 

2. That gives ch.earfuln.efs or fupports life. 

Nor th’ other light of life continue long. 

But yields to double darknefs nigh at hand ; 

So much I fe.e) my genial fpirits droop. Milton's AgoniJUs. 

3. Natural; native. 

It chiefly proceed eth from natural incapacity, and genial in- 
difpofition. Brown's Vulgar Err ours, b.h 

Ge'nially. adv. [from genial.] 

1 . By genius ; naturally. 

Some men are genially cjifppfed to fome opinions, and natu- 
rally as averfe to others. Glanv. Scepf. c. 15. 

2. Gayiy; chearfully. 

GENICULA'TEp. adj. [ geniculatus, Latin.] Knotted; 
jointed. 

A piece qf fome geniculated plant, feeming to be part of a 
fu^ar-canq. W oodw avd on Eoffds. 

GenicUL a'tion. n.f [ gfnicidqtiq, Latin. ] Knottiqefs; the 
quality in plants of having knots or joints. 

Ge'nio. n.f [ genio, Italian ; genius , Latin.] A man of a par- 
ticular turq of mind. 

Some genio' s are not capable of pure affection ; and a man 
is born with talents for it as much as for poetry, or any other 
fcience. Taller, N°. 53. 

Ge'nita ls. n.f [ genitalis , Lat.] Parts belonging to generation. 
Ham is conceived to be Jupitet, who was the voungeft foil, 
who is Lid to have cut off the genitals of his. father. Brown. 
G Uniting n.f [A corruption o.f Janeton, French, figni Eying 
Jane or Janet, having been fo called in honour of fome lady 
of that name ; and the Scottifh dialed! calls them Janet apples, 
which is the fame with Janeton: otherwile fuppofed to be cor- 
rupted from Juncting.] An early apple gathered in June. 

In July come early pears and plumbs in fruit, genitings and 
cpdlins. Bacon , Ejjay 47. 

GeNitive. adj. [ genitivus , Latin.] In grammar, the name 
of a cafe, which, among other relations, fignifies one begot- 
ten, as, the father of a fn \ or one begetting, as Ion of a father. 
GE'NIUS. n.f [Latin ; genie, French.] 

I . The protecting or ruling power of men, places, or things. 
There is. none but he 
Whofe being, I do par: and, under him, 

My genius is rebukd,; as it is faid 

Antony’s was by Csfar. Shakefpeare s Macbeth- 

The genius and the mortal instruments 
Are then in. council ; and the ftate of man. 

Like to a little kingdom, fuffers then. Skakef Jul, Cafar. 

And as I awake, fweet mufick breathe. 

Sent by fome fpirit to mortals good, 

Or th’ unfeen genius of the wood. Milton. 

And the tame demon that fiiould guard my throne, 
Shrinks at. a genius greater than his own, Dryten. 

'Fo your glad genius (acrifice this day ; 

Let common meats refpedlfully give way. Dryden- 

2. A man endowed with fuperiour faculties. . . . 

There is no little, writer of Pindarick who is not mentionc 
as a prodigious genius. Addijon » 

3. Mental power or faculties. 

The ftate and order does proclaim 
The genius of that royal dame. 

4 Difpofition of nature by which any one is qualified for lorn 
peculiar employment. r 

A happy genius is the gift of nature. Dryden s D u J r *VI 
Your majefty’s fagacity, and happy genius tor natural ni - 
tory, is a better preparation for enquiries of this kind ™ aI l a 
the dead learning of the fchools. Burnet's Theory, Preface. 
One fcience, only will one genius fit; ... 

So vaft is art, fo narrow human wit Pope on Cntt.aJ • 
The Romans, though they had no great genius for tra e > 
yet were. not entirely negle£tful of it. Arbuthnot on Corns. 

7 0 5. Nature; 
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e Nature ; difpofition. , 

S Studious to pleafe thermal of the times, . 

With periods, points and tropes he flurs Ins crimes. Dryd, 
Another genius and difpofition improper for philofophical 
contemplations is not fo much from the narrownefs of their 
■ S and undemanding, as becaufe they w,)l not take time 
to extend them. . Surnet’: , Theory of the Earth , Preface . 

He tames the genius of the ftubborn plain. rape, 

Gent. adj. [gent, old French ] Elegant; loft; gentle; police* 

A word now difufed. 

Vefpafian, with great fpoil and rage* 

Forewafted all : ’till Genutilk gent 

Perfuaded him to ceafe. Fatty Queen, b. 11. tanU 10* 

She that was noble, wife, as fair and gent, . 

Caft how fhe mieght their harmlefe lives preferve. Fairfax, 
GENTE'EL. adj. [gentil, French.] 

j. Polite; elegant in behaviour; civil. ... c 

He had a genteeler manner of binding the chains of this 
kingdom than molt of his predeceffofs. Swift t- Gay, 

Their poets have no notion of genteel comedy^ and fall into 
the moft filthy double meanings when they have a mind to 
make their audience merry. Addifon's R. marks on Italy. 

2. Graceful in mien. 

Ge n T F/ . L l y . adv. [ from genteel ] 

j. Elegantly ; politely. . 

Thole that would be genteelly learned, need not purchafe it 
at the dear rate of being atheifts. Glanv. Scepf Preface. 

After a long fatigue of eating and drinking, and babbling, 
he concludes the great work of dining genteelly. South. 

2. Gracefully ; haiidfomely. 

Gente'elness. n.f [from genteel,] 

1, Elegance; graceful nefs ; politenefs. 

He had a genius full of genteelnefs and fpirit, having nothing 
that was ungraceful in his poftures and drtffes. Dryd. Dufrefn . 

2. Qu a tifi es befitting a mao of rank. 

Ge'ntiaN. n.f [ entiane, E rench ; gentiana , Latin.] Felwort 
or baldmony. 

The leaves grow by pairs oppofite to each other ; the flower 
confifts of one leaf, ihaped like a cup, being cut into four, 
five, or more fegments : it is fucceeded by a membranous oval 
{haped fruit, ending in a (harp point, opening lengthwife into 
two parts, and containing many flat roundifii feeds, bordered 
with a leafy rim. Miller. 

The root of the gentian is large and long* of a tolerably 
firm texture, and remarkably tough : it has a faintifh and 
foinewhat difagreeable fmell, and an extremely bitter tafte. It 
is brought cheap from Germany. Hi-Ts Mat. Medica. 

If it be fiftulous, and the orifice fmall, dilate it with gentian 
roots. Wifeman's Surgery. 

Gen tianf.'lla. n.f A kind of blue colour. 

GE'NTILE. n.f [gentilis, Latin.] 

1. One of an uncovenanted nation; one who knows not the 
true God. 

Tribulation and anguifh upon every foul that doeth evil, of 
the Jew firft, and alfo of the gentile. Rom. ii. 2. 

Gentiles or infidels, in thofe actions, upon both the fpiritual 
and temporal good 5> have been in one purfuit conjoined. Bacon. 

2. A perfon of rank. Obfolete. 

Fine Bafil defireth it may be her lot 
To grow, as a gilliflower, trim in a pot ; 

That ladies and gentiles, for whom ye do ferve, 

May help him as needeth, poor life to preferve. Tuffcr. 
GENllLE'SSE. n.f. [French.] Complailance; civility. 

She with her wedding-cloaths undreffes 
Her compla fance and gcntileffes. Hudibras , p. iii. cant. 1. 

Ge'nti lism. n. f [ gent ili f me, French, from gentile.] Hea- 
thenifm ; paganifm. 

If invocation of faints had been introduced in the apofto- 


lical times, it would have looked like the introducing of gen- 
tllijm again. Still ing feet' s Def. of Difc. on Rom. Idol. 

Gentili'tious. adj. [gentililius, Latin.] 

1. Endemial ; peculiar to a nation. 

I hat an unfavory odour is gentilitious , or national unto the 
Jews, realon or fenfe will not induce. Brown' s Vu’gar Err. 

2. Hereditary; entailed on a family. 

I he common caufe of this diftemper is a particular and 
perhaps a gentilitious difpofition of body. Arbuthnot cn Aliment. 
GentFuty. n.f [gentilite, French, from gentil, French; gen- 
tuu, Latin.] 

1. Good extraction ; dignity of birth. 

2. Elegance of behaviour ; gracefulnefs of mien ; nicety of tafte. 

3. Gentry ; the clafs of perfons well born. 

Gavelkind muft needs, in the end, make a poor^;z//%. 

T) - r , , Davies on Ireland. 

4 - iagamfm; hcathemfm. 

When people began to efpy the falfiiood of oracles, where- 
upon all gentility was built, their hearts were utterly averted 

GE'prLE. adj. [ gentilis, Latin.] ***”' / 

*• T^jjborn; well defeended ; ancient, though not noble. 

fnr? Sy a m r e ? n§ L an , d killing a11 of the ^ an d rich fadion, 
ior honefty fake broke open all prifons. Sidney 
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Thefe are the (ladies wherein our noble and gentle youth 
Ought to beftow their time. Milton on Education. 

Of gentle blood, part filed in honour s caufe. 

Each parent fprung. °B e ° 

4, Soft; bland; mild; tame; meek; peaceable. 

I am one of thofe gentle ones that will ufe thedevil himfelf 
with curtefy. Shakefpeare' s Twelfth Night. 

Her voice was ever foft, 

Gentle and low ; an excellent thing in woman. Shakefpeare . 

As gentle , and as jocund, as to jeft. 

Go I to fight. Shakefpeare’ s Richard II. 

A virtuous and a good man, reverend in converfation, and 
gentle in condition. aA&r.xyta. 

The gentlejl heart on earth is prov d unkind. Fairfax . 

Your change was wife ; for; had file been deny d; 

A fwift revenge had follow’d from her pride . 

You from my gentle nature had no fears; ^ 

All mv revenge is only in my tears. Dryden s Ind. Emp. 
He had fuch a gentle method of reproving their faults., that 
they were not fo much afraid as afliamed to repeat them. Attet • 

3. Soothing • pacifick. 

A ; though this fenfe firft gentle mufick found. 

Her pioper object is the fpeech of men. Davies. 

Ge'ntle. n.f 

j* A gentleman; a man of birth. Now out of ufe; 

Gentles, do not reprehend ; 

If you pardonj we will mend. Shakefpeare. 

Where is my lovely bride ? 

How does my father? Gentles j methinks you frown. Shake f. 
2. A particular kind of worm. 

He will in the three hot months bite at a flagworm, or at a 
green gentle. IValton s Angler. 

To Ge ntle, v. a. To make gentle ; to raife from the vulgar* 
Obfolete. 

He to-day that ftieds his blood with me. 

Shall be my brother ; be he never fo vile. 

This day fhall gentle his condition. Shakefpeare' s Henry V* 
Ge'ntlefouC. n.f. [gentle and folk.] Perfons diftinguifhed 
by their birth from the vulgar* 

The queen’s kindred are made gentlefolk. Shakcf. Rich. III. 
Gentlefolks will not care for the remainder cf a bottle of 
wine; therefore always fet a frefh one before them after 
dinner. Swift's Direction, to the Butler . 

GE'NTLE MAN. n.f [gentilhomme, French; gentilhuomo, Ital. 
that is, homo gentilis , a man of anceftry* All other deri- 
vations feem to be whimfical ] 

1. A man of birth; a man of extra£tion, though not noble. 

A civil war was within the bowels of that ftate, between 
the gentlemen and the peafants. Sidney. 

I freely told you, all the wealth I had 
Ran in my veins ; I was a gentlemah. Shak. Merck, cf Venice. 

He hither came a private gentleman. 

But young and brave, and of a family 

Ancient and noble. Otwafs Orphan. 

You fay a long defeended race 
Makes gentlemen, and that your high degree 
Is much difparag’d to be match’d with me. Dryden. 

2. A man raifed above the vulgar by his chara&er or poft. 

Inquire me out fome mean-born gentleman. 

Whom I will marry ftrait to Clarence’ daughter. Shakefp. 

3. A term of complai fance. 

I he fame gentlemen who have fixed this piece of morality on 
the three naked fillers dancing hand in hand, would have 
found out as good a one had there been four of them fitting 
at a diftance, and covered from head to foot. Addifon. 

4. T. he fervant that waits about the perfon of a man of rank. 

Sir Thomas More, the Sunday after he gave up his chan- 
cellorlhip, came to his wife’s pew, and ufed the ufual words 
of his gentleman ufher, Madam, my lord is gone. Camden , 
Let be call’d before us 

That gentleman of Buckingham’s in perfon. Shak. H. VIII. 

5. It is ufed of any man however high. 

The earl of Hereford was reputed then 
In England the moft valiant gentleman Shakef Henry IV. 
I he king is a noble gentleman , and my familiar. Shakefp. 
GentlemanlTke. ladj. [gentleman and like.] Becoming: a 
Ge ntlemanly. S man of birth. 

He holdeth himfelf a gentleman, and fcorneth to work, 
which, he faith, is the life of a peafant or churl ; but enureth 
himfelf to his weapon, and to the gentlemanly trade of fteal- 

in % . . r , , Spcnfer on Ireland. 

ry ramus is a fweet- fac'd man ; a proper man as one {hall 
lee in a bummer’s day ; a moft love] y gentlemanlike man. Shak. 

You have train’d me up like a peafant, hiding from me all 
gentlemanlike qualities Shakefpeare’, A, you like it. 

A gentleman ufes the words of gallantry, and gentlemanlike 
very often in h,s petition. Spekiator, N». 620. 

Two clergymen ftood candidates for a freefehool, where a 
gentleman, who happened to have undemanding, procured 
the place for him who was the better fcholar and more gentle- 
manly perfon of the two. Swift 

Gentleness, n.j. [from gentle.] J ‘ 
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